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A long time ago, before computers and printers, people called scribes had to write every word by
hand. They used a fancy kind of handwriting called Blackletter. It looked really cool, but it could be
a little tricky to read!

Some letters—like u, v, m, and n—looked very similar when written in Blackletter. They all had lots
of little bumps and lines. So, when a word had too many of those letters in a row, it was hard to tell
what was written!

To make reading easier, the scribes sometimes changed the u to an o in certain words. For
example, the word “love” used to be spelled “luve”, but scribes started writing it “love” so readers
wouldn’t get confused. So, the Scribal O isn’t about changing how a word sounds—it’s about how it
looked on the page a long time ago.

Can you see how the m, n, and u look kind of the same in the fancy writing? It’s hard to tell which
letter is which! The scribes thought, “Hmm… maybe we can make this easier to read.” So, instead of
using the letter u in some words, they changed them to an o - even though it still sounded like a
“u.” That’s called the Scribal O!
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